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Judge Mann’s Maps Criticized As A Rush-Job

Written by Andrew J. Hawkins 

Time posted: March 7, 2012 10:35 AM- 

Lawyers for several of the intervenor groups filed papers with the federal court today criticizing the New York congressional maps produced by Magistrate Roanne Mann for ” failing to fully comply with the state’s redistricting policies and principles.”

“The importance and size of the task, however, are all the more reason to get things right, and the Rose Intervenors believe that in the rush of this case, the Magistrate has failed to develop a map that fully complies with New York redistricting policy and principles and has demanded responses on a timeframe that prevents meaningful comment and conflicts with the three-judge panel’s order,” the group wrote.

The attorneys represent several groups of minority advocates who have been highly critical of Common Cause New York’s redistricting maps, which seem to serve as a partial template for Mann’s proposal.

The groups complain that Mann leaves them with “barely 24 hours for parties to review 27 proposed districts for compliance with state and federal law, consult with their clients, consult with experts, and prepare responses.”

Mann’s proposed lines for several suburban and upstate districts are also raising objections. The 3rd CD in Eastern Queens and Long Island, 4th CD in Nassau and Hempstead, 17th in Westchester, 21st in the North Country, 25th in the Finger Lakes region and 26th in Buffalo are said to be in violation of redistricting policy.

As Liz reported earlier today, the Legislature’s Black/Latino caucus is continuing to make a racket about the lines, and are currently strategizing how to push back against them. On Sunday, I reported that Assemblymen Keith Wright and Carl Heastie were ratcheting up their fight over the proposed lines for Rep. Charlie Rangel’s district. That conflict appears to be at an end, according to Liz, but black and Latino fury over the congressional maps continues to grow.

Here’s the intervenor group’s objections:
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